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REPORT OF LEAD LICENSING OFFICER

To: LICENSING COMMITTEE

Subject: ALLOCATION OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE PLATE

Date: 12 SEPTEMBER 2018 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To approve the process for the allocation of an available hackney carriage plate.
 

1. INTRODUCTION

The Authority currently limits the number of hackney carriage plates it issues. A vehicle 
proprietor has surrendered a plate. The plate is available for re-issue. This report seeks to 
approve a process for the allocation of the hackney carriage plate.

2. REPORT

The Authority’s Taxi Policy provides a points-based system to determine any applications for 
existing licences which have been surrendered. The criteria is detailed in Appendix C.

The hackney plate that has become available is a “ring fenced” wheelchair accessible vehicle 
plate. Therefore the replacement vehicle must also be wheelchair accessible.

It is proposed to place a public notice in a local newspaper and on the Council’s website 
inviting persons to express an interest in obtaining the plate and giving a closing date by 
which an application must be made. It is also proposed to write to all existing hackney 
carriage holders and private hire operators.

The outlay to purchase a wheel chair accessible vehicle can be considerable therefore it is 
proposed to allow applicants to submit information relating to a proposed vehicle. The 
successful application will then be expected to purchase and licence the vehicle within 3 
months of being notified they have been successful. A reserve applicant will be determined in 
case the applicant does not comply with this criteria.

Due to the plate restrictions in place hackney carriage vehicles can be sold on with the plate 
for inflated prices. In order to prevent an applicant obtaining the plate solely for the purpose 
of selling it on for a profit it is proposed to add the following condition of licence:

“The newly issued plate cannot be sold or transferred for a period of five years from the date 
of its issue.”



The plate can be returned to the Council within this timescale and the allocation process 
repeated.

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
The Council needs to ensure its process is fair and transparent in case of any legal challenge.

Financial Implications
There will be a cost of approximately £200 to place a public notice in a local newspaper.

Human Resources Implications
None 

Sustainability Implications
None

Equality/Diversity
The Council should retain its percentage of wheelchair accessible vehicles.

Risk Management
There is a risk to the Council’s reputation if it does not maintain its percentage of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles or the process is not open and transparent

Compliance with Policies and Strategies
Complies with the Council’s Taxi Policy

Lead Member Views
Councillor James, Lead Member, has been consulted.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The report details a fair and transparent process for the allocation of the available hackney 
carriage plate.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that members:

1. Approve the process for allocating the hackney carriage plate
2. Form a Licensing Sub-Committee to determine applications received.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: None
Contact Officer: Chris Parkhouse

Background Papers: Licensing data area/files


